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see what the evidence is against him so that he and hi s
a ttorney , i f he h a s counsel, can adequately prepare for
t r i a l ?

SFNATOP V. J OHNSON: Ye s .

SFNATOR HOAGLAND: I mean there is really no r ason not to
extend it on down to those misdemeanors from your point of
v iew, i s t he r e ?

SFNATOR V. JOHNSON: No, from my point of view th re is no
reason, Senator Hoa<",land . I think I said in my remarks that
I was sensitive to the sensibilities of th« Judiciary Commit­
tee and which felt that the discovery rirht....you see, r i gh t
now the discover y r '.~",ht doesn't exist fo" the Clan., I rnls­
demeanor, the Class II misdemeanor or the Class I.I misdemean­
or and the committee recognized the need to extend the dis­
covery that far but said that far and no further . And so I
said if that would be the will of the committee I will sup­
port t ha t .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Do you personally think it is an unneces­
sary burden on the prosecutors or that the discovery request
.....now this request has to be initiated by the defendant
and keeping in mind most defendants aren't going to think to
do i t .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Right.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: But do you think it is going to lead to
unnecessary and burdensome discovery reouests that are ;"oing
to prevent them from fulfilling their respons&ilities other­
wise'?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I don't believe it will. I genuinely
do not believe it will. I think that some prosecuting
attorneys might argue that it would but I am simply no:
receptive to that argument.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: I have nothing further, Mr. President,
t hank you .

PRESIDEN : The Chair recognizes Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Mr. President, would Senator Vard Johnson
vielc to a auestion? Senator Johnson, as you know, I am a
laym-n. I am not an attorney. Senator Johnson, did the
Supreme Court a number of years ago state that where a court
issues a fine and the person is indigent, you cannot put them
in,]ail if they don't have the money to pay the fine because
it would be the same as debtor's imprison.-.en= ?
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